
 

                          

  

How many of us dream of raising 
our children in simpler times ͙ in a 
community where everyone knows 

your name? Who among us hasnôt 
wished that we could have a pony in 

the back yard, fresh eggs in our own 
henhouse, and a pond to take a dip 

in on warm summer days? 
 
Coker Creek, Tennessee is atop a 

mountain in the Cherokee National 
Forest ï but still only two hours 

from three major metropolitan areas: 
Greater Atlanta, Chattanooga and 

Knoxville For less than the price of 
a small residential lot in a suburban 
subdivision, you can own several 

acres in Coker Creek. Here, you can 
grow your own vegetables, let your 

children and pets run free, and take 
long walks on your own property. 

 
Itôs true that thereôs no cell phone 
service in Coker Creek. This can be 

a good thing for those that need 
uninterrupted thinking and work 

time. Artists are drawn to Coker 
Creek, as are many who are able to 

telecommute. The absence of city 
noise and less interruption encour-
age  creative expression.  

 
Ingenuity and entrepreneurship are 

hallmarks of the American way of 
life. Coker Creek is home to many 

families happily making it on the 
mountain. With the advent of high 
speed internet services and the vari-

ety of shipping service options of-
fered here, businesses from artists to 

manufacturers of medical equipment 
are able to market to an international 

clientele from the comfort of their 
mountain cabins.  
 

The Coker Creek Post Office han-
dles shipping for a number of local 

businesses. The Baerreis Family is 
glad to add packages from neighbors 

to UPS pick-ups of their Designs by 

Baerreis hand-crafted wood and 
jewelry pieces. Coker Creek Stor-

age even houses a business in a 
storage unit with the convenience of 

shipping by FedEx directly from the 
storage facility. This tiny rural com-

munity is home to two  webhosts 
Bill Wells and Tim  LeGrand.  
 

Many Coker Creek artists sell their 
work locally, as well as internation-

ally, including potter Allen Hamp-

ton, multi-talented Kat and Ken 

Dalton, art knife maker and leather 
worker Bob Hardin , painters Peggy 

Gay and Joan Champion. Whimsi-

cal pins are a sideline of ministerôs 
wife Sherry Palmer. Laura and 

Bill Hodge are out photographing 
the area when not serving customers 

at Coker Creek Gallery. Locally 
made honey and artwork from 
Seven Sisters Honey Acres are 

available in Coker Creek and 
abroad. And writer Jack Darnell 

has just published a collection of  his 
original Appalachian tales. 

 
Business owners Marshajene and 

Bill Schaaf moved their family and 

their businesses, Double Decker 

Stoller to Coker Creek for the way 

of life that is offered in bringing up 
their twin sons. Marshajene says, 

ñWe came for the small schools and 
churches. Our church here has more 
programs for our sons than our 

1,000 member church in Florida did. 
My mother built a cabin next to 

ours. None of us miss the traffic or 
the hurried way of life that we left 

behind.ò 
 
Family owned businesses enjoy 

lower overhead in the form of rent, 
and there are other savings based on 

the location.  Marshajene says, ñMy 
business is more profitable in Coker 

Creek than it was in Florida. Its 
more central location makes freight 
less expensive for both shipping in 

of supplies and shipping out of fin-
ished merchandise.ò  

 
There are eleven churches in the 

Coker Creek area, all offering vari-
ous youth programs. Both Smoky 

Mountain Christian Camp and 

Coker Creek Village offer faith-
based summer camp and retreat 

activities and facilities to local 
groups and others throughout the 

southeastern U.S. Every year, the 
Ruritans hold the Autumn Gold 

Festival on the grounds of the vil-

lage. 
 

Many retirees have moved to Coker 
Creek because there are no state 

income taxes in Tennessee. Families 
may be able to live on one income 
when they combine the tax savings 

with the lower cost of living in this 
rural mountain community. And for 

those who enjoy sharing the simpler 
pleasures with our grandchildren, 

natureôs bounty costs nothing. Each 
season offers different delights. 
 

Itôs not Mayberry, but the lifestyle 
comes closeé 

 

òHONORING THE PAST WHILE HELPING BUILD THE FUTURE OF COKER CREEKó 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Trips & Tips  2 

Then & Now  3 

Local Folks  3 
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Mayberry in the Mountains 

Missing Your  

Grandchildren? 
 

Volunteer at Coker 

Creek Elementary! 
or 

Become a Girl Scout 

Leader for Troop 914 

Call Sharron Thompson 

261-2944 

March 3 �:�U�L�W�H�U�V�·���*�U�R�X�S�� 
Contact Yvette 261-2047 

 

April 3 -4 F ort Armistead/  
Unicoi Trail Workshop            

Contact Barbara 261-2286 
 

June 20 �*�3�$�$���.�L�G�V�·���'�D�\ 
   Contact Tim 423-310-4445 
 

Check out the New Gifts, 

Crafts & Books at the  
�:�H�O�F�R�P�H���&�H�Q�W�H�U�·�V�� 

Heritage Gift Shop  

 
www.CokerCreek.org  


